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Salt River- Below Stewart Mountain Dam
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Environmental forces structuring  the vegetation: 
FLOODS 

Granite Reef Dam 



Environmental forces structuring  the vegetation: 
WATER QUALITY 

Halophytes 
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Historic  
collections Plantings, birds, water flows 

DISPERSAL: Where are the seeds or plants 
coming from? 



“How can we be expected to make the best decisions for 
species conservation and land management if we don't 
even know where species are present on the landscape?” 

 

Eustoma exaltatum: 
collected  along Salt 
River in 1891, 1931, 
1966, and 2010 

Importance of Monitoring 

!!! 520 plant taxa recorded to date along Urban Salt River!!! 



Community Challenge Grant:    CITIZEN SCIENCE  OPPORTUNITY 

Disturbance, Floods, and Regeneration: 
Why is Goodding willow, but not Fremont cottonwood, 

establishing in abundance? 

Ongoing research: Urban tree inventory 
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