
Public 
Engagement  
 
Why it  matters 
more than you 
think 



We Protect Birds and their 
Habitats through Science, 
Education & Advocacy  

We Connect People with 
Nature 

State office of National Audubon 

AZ office focuses 
outreach on diverse 
inner-city audiences 

What is Audubon Arizona? 





Rio Salado is one of 10 urban Audubon centers 
We are committed to conservation-lots of work to do! 



Volunteers and program participants 



There’s no conservation without people 

Support: financial, moral 

Change at scale 

Future conservationists 

New ideas 



1. Teen Programs to teach career 
skills & motivate high school 
graduation 

2. Better After-school Care Programs     

 South Phoenix Community Needs 



Urban Audience Engagement 

1.Make programs relevant 
 

2.Involve the community 
 

3.Keep expectations reasonable 
 

4.Keep goals in sight 



Least               Most 
     Conservation                                                     2014                         Conservation 
     Outcomes                                                                                Outcomes 
 
 

“Entry level” events Events 
requiring 
more 
investment 









Part two: field trips 



River Pathways Summer Internship 
 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo surveys 

Part three: 



Conservation Workdays  
3rd Saturday of each month 



Pollinator Garden  
 



Burrowing owl relocation  









April 13 & 14 
10am to 2 pm 
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