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7th Avenue to Central Avenue, 1997 



7th Avenue to Central Avenue, 2011 



• http://www.phoenix.gov/RIOSALADO/  • 600 acres of wetland, riparian, & upland habitats 
• 1998 Feasibility Study   • Wetland, riparian, & upland habitats 
• Grand Opening November 2005   • Over 250 species of birds 
• Construction complete 2009   • Nina Mason Pulliam Rio Salado Audubon Center 

http://www.phoenix.gov/RIOSALADO/




Funding 



Private Ownership 
• Salt River was privately owned 
• Mostly sand & gravel operators 

Over $8 million for real estate costs. 



19% 
Phoenix Voter-Approved 

2001 Capital Improvement Bond Funds 
1999 Phoenix Parks, Preserves Initiative Funds 

2% 
Grants and Donations 

65% 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Federal Appropriations 

14% 
Flood Control 

District of 
Maricopa County 

Summary of Funding 

Total project costs estimated at $100 million. 



Water 



US  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers ® 

Los  Angeles  District 

Civil  Works  Review  Board 
October  18,  2006     2:30  p.m. One  Team :  Relevant,  Ready,  Responsive,  Reliable 10 

Salt  River  Watershed,  Rio  Salado  Oeste,  Phoenix,  Arizona 

Study  Area 

Greater  Phoenix,  AZ  Metropolitan  Area 
and 

Salt  River  Project  System 

Significant  Constructed  Impacts  on  the  Watershed 
Structures  upstream  of  Phoenix 
6  Water  Conservation  ( storage )  Dams 

1  Irrigation  Diversion  Dam 

Significant / Explosive  Urbanization  since  1850 
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Water Credit 

Rio Salado Water Supply 



Stormwater Outfalls 

Salt River near 7th Avenue July 29, 2011 

Rio Salado has 
over 30 stormwater 

outfalls 



• 13 landfills 
• Illegal dumping 
• Almost 1200 tons of 

tires removed 

Landfills and Dumping 



Theft, Vandalism, & Graffiti 



FAA Advisory Circular 150/5200-33B “Hazardous Wildlife Attractants On or Near Airports”  
identifies a separation distance of 

10,000’ between wildlife attractants and the end of runways. 



Easy Access 



http://riosalado.audubon.org/nina-mason-pulliam-rio-salado-audubon-center-0
http://riosalado.audubon.org/children-and-teens
http://riosalado.audubon.org/sites/default/files/photos/dscn0514_0.jpg
http://riosalado.audubon.org/


If you build it, they will come: 
Endangered Species 

• Welcome endangered species into the 
habitat, BUT 

• Other purposes for these projects 
Passive recreation 
Water treatment 

• And still need to maintain and manage 
• Solution:  SAFE HARBOR AGREEMENT! 



Endangered Fish at Nina Mason Pulliam 
Rio Salado Audubon Center  

Central Avenue & Salt River (SE corner) 
3131 South Central Avenue 

Phoenix AZ 85040 
(602) 468-6470 

az.audubon.org 





Questions 

Pelicans in Rio Salado 
January 4, 2005 
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