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Tamarisk Coalition 

Å Watershed planning and 
restoration efforts  

Å Tamarisk Symposium and 
Research Conference 

Å Volunteer program 

Å Complete inventory & mapping 

Å Biological control monitoring 

Å Native plant materials program  

 

 

4ÈÅ 4ÁÍÁÒÉÓË #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ 
to provide education and technical 

assistance in the restoration of 
riparian lands  



Non-native phreatophyte that can dominate riparian lands 



Distribution  

 Tamarisk covers 
millions of acres 
of riparian lands 
within the 
western United 
States 

Courtesy of Fred Nibling, Bureau of Reclamation 



  Can you find the cottonwoods? 

·Competes w/ & displaces 
native vegetation 

·Can provide poor habitat 
for wildlife 

·Altered fire regimes 

·Changes in channel 
morphology  

·Water usage?... 

7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÇ ÄÅÁÌ ÁÎÙÈÏ×ȩ 



Tamarisk control options 

·Mechanical  

·Chemical 

·Prescribed fire 

·Biological control 

 

Photo: Lake Mead 



Photo courtesy of Ed Kosmicki 

Tamarisk (Diorhabda spp.) leaf beetle  

Photo Sonoran Joint Venture 

Eggs 

Released in North America in May 2001 



Courtesy of Dr. Dan Bean, Palisade Insectary 

Beetles and larvae defoliating tamarisk 



East Salt Creek - Mesa 
County, CO  

 
Before & After 

 

2007 pre-beetle 

2010 post-beetle 



Comprehensive Impacts of Biological Control 

·Herptiles and small mammal monitoring 

·Long term vegetation monitoring 

·Migratory birds 

·Tamarisk mortality 

·Evapotranspiration 

·Other contributing studies and researchers 

 ÅUCSB 
ÅDesert Botanic Garden 
ÅNAU 
ÅASU 
ÅStillwater Sciences 
ÅUNLV 
ÅUSU 

ÅWestern Foundation 
for Vertebrate Zoology 
ÅUSGS 
ÅDesert Research 
Institute 
ÅColorado Dept. Of Ag 
ÅTNC 



How are beetles tracked? 



Utah Colorado 








